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OPENING SONG: 0 oW 4 MLSSLon

& G SONG & &

OPENING PRAYER:
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v A
A POEM OR SCRIPTURE A
& READING: “And Lf It so be that you should Labor all your days in &

crying repentance unto this people, and bring, save it be
one soul unto me, how great shall be Your joy with him in
the kingdom of my Father!” DEC 1€:15
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\ LESSON: “Let Your Light Shine” OR v
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=S Sowing Misstonary Seeds” OR =

v “A True story From Mexico” OR v
A ‘Menber-Missionary Journal” OR A
é.gé u 7 7 4 ﬁ:‘
v Be a Misstonary v
A A

Teenagers
”Evergdag Missiomrg Members” OR
“Members Ave the Key”
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ACTIVITY: ‘I CanBe a Misslonary Now!” Game OR

X “The Good Shepherd” Game X
& &

CLOSING SONG “Wank To Be A MLssLomrg Now”
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v CLOSING PRAYER: v
A /3
é.s§ “ 1 ” g.g;Q
v REFRESHMENTS: Crunchy Orange CooklLes v
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Lessons
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Let Your Light Shine

\J v
A A
& BY Sydney S. Reynolds i
! Nop!
v , , , M
A Let Yyour Light so shine before men, that they may see Your good works, and glorify A
Seby L Sh
'; your Father which ls tn heaven (Matt. 5:16). .;
h A
(@ 02

[
S

550{%65 S. Rey nolds, “Sharing Time: Let Your Light Shine,” Friend, Oct. 1999, 37

[
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& Have You ever been just a Little bit afraid of the davk? Have You ever been in a place &

X that was so dark that you coulon't see Your hand in front of your face, even with your X
& eyes wide open? If you've ever beew afiatd of the dark, or been tn a deep, darie cave, then o

You know how welcome a ray of light can be. Even a small Light makes a big
difference in a darke place.
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\j A
t‘/"’a Jesus Christ taught those who followed Him that they were “the Light of the world.” He ‘,{‘5
& S50

satd that you don't Light candles and put them under baskets. When you Llight a
candle, Yo put it on a candlestick so that it gives Light to everyone in the room. He
tolol us, “Let Your light so shine before men, that they wmay see Your goool works, and

e
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X glorify your Father which s in heaven.” (See Matt. 5:14-1¢.) X
& &
X what does that mean? X
X It means that if You ave a good example, if You “let your Light shine,” then whew other X
3 (O

people see Your good example, they will Rnow that you Love Heavenly Father and they,
too, will want to howor Him.
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How can You let your Light shine?
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Owne way ts by Reeping the commandments and choosing the right. When we are
honest, when we keep the Sabbath holy, when we arve Rind, we are Letting our Lights
shine. When we obey the Word of Wisdom, when we dress modestly, when we use the
naes of Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ reverently, we are Letting our Lights shine.
Each swmall Light wmakes a big difference!

e
£ <
(12N
> <

> <
(T2
6.,!> <

T2
S

> < 6

g

> <

e
&

(1L
)

There Ls another way we can Let our lights shine. Elder Henry B. Byring'’s friends call
him “Hal.” He told a story in general conference about a friend he once worked with.
His friend was a good person who Loved his family. Elder Byring never told his friend
about the gospel and how families can be together forever.
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owne day, he heard that his friend had died. Elder Eyring satd that he sometimes
wonders Uf he will meeet his friend tn heaven and his friend will say, “Hal, you knew—
why didn't you tell me?”

> <

> <

N ’ ’ . ’ v
A Now Elder Byring shares his testimony) with people all over the world. Whewn we shave A
& what we kinow about the gospel with others, we are Letting our Lights shine. 153
v v
A A
s We can be good examples. We can shave our testimonles with others. We can be &
X missionaries now and invite our friends to Primary and to Primary activities. X
b Blessings will come to others and our faith tn Jesus Christ will grow when we Let our &H
v Lights shine. v
A A
& e

Instruetions:

v v
A »
R R
N% o

To make a double-puzzle print family home evening game on card stock. Fold tn half
on the vertical stralght Line, and glue the backs together. Whewn the glue s dry, cut out
the puzzle pleces on the heavy lines and put them tnto a small container. Have a
family member take a puzzle piece from the container and pantomime (act out

([
s <
(2N
> <

> <
> <

& without using words or noises) what is shown on the small-picture side of it that we &
X cawn do to shave the gospel. Let others guess what it is, thew show the pieture and post X
S the puzzle plece, candle-side up. Repeat till the puzzle s finished. Remember, each &
X good thing we do helps our Light shine. X
& &
v : A
» Sharing Time tdeas )
‘ N > ‘ A\
=3? (Note: &S = Children’s Songbook) =-3?
) :
& 1. Work with the music Leader to prepare this “Sing-n-Story” (see Sharing Time &
v A
A Resource Manual, pp. 26-27). A
o &

Briefly discuss missionary work with the children (e.9., do any have stblings serving

> <

> <

& misstons?, were any taught by missionaries?, ave any preparing now to go on a full- o

tlme mission som@dag?), and make the point that we all can be waissionaries now.
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Sing “We'll Bring the World His Truth” (&S, pp. 172-173).

\J A/
b A
A (L
& &

Retell “We Believe” (Friend, Nov. 1995, pp. 44-46).
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(6 (@
85 Asle, “What will we teach the world?” S5

v v
A A
& Have the children choose and sing one or two of the Articles of Faith songs (CS, pp. &
V u 7 7 ” V
A 122-1323). Ask, “How will we testify to people and help them understand? A
=5 3
v v
A A
=5 3
v \j

<85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <85> <8j> <8h> <85> <85> <8h> <85> <85> < 8> <8H> <85>



(D (T2
£85> <88p> <

(-2 (T2 (D (T2 (D (T2 (D (D
£59> < £59> <859> <85p> <85> <85p> < £59> &>

(2 (-2 (D (T2 (D
£35> <E5p> <889 > <8ep> <85p> <

<88H> <8H> <

e
&>
(12N
&>

A/ \{

Al Invite some chilodren to stand tn pairs Like missionary companions and sing “t Kinow d
& &5
) oY,

My Father Lives” (Cs, p. 5).
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Bx S
‘3’ Shave a story of the importance of not only belng a good example but also “opening ‘3’
A our mouths” and telling our friends what we know about the gospel. A
(o (@

e
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The next song tells something very important—an investigator must hear the
whisperings of the Spirit to know that the gospel is true.
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\j A
A A
& Sing “The Hotw Ghost” (Cs, p. 105). &H
\j v
ééé Whew the tnvestigator feels the witness of the Holy Ghost, he or she will want to be gé;,
[y baptized. Sing “When Jesus Christ Was Baptized” (CS, p. 102, both verses). v
A »
& &

Aske if any of the children have been to a baptism, a very happy time. Misstonaries
have blg smiles on thelr faces when they arve wearing thelr white baptismal clothes.
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\j . p A
A Sing “The Chureh of Jesus Christ” (CS, p. 77). »
& &

X we can all pmctaim His truth. Shave the story ”Sa:/w{@’s Missiona Y Chavt” (Friend, X
S Oct. 1998, pp. 36-37). &
\j A
A , p . ) A
& Explain that sometimes people move awny from those they teach, and missionaries o
\/ return homee. A
A . . . . . . A
= How WLl new converts remain faithful? How will we remain faithful? =
\j A
A One very good way Ls expressed tn “The lron Rod” (Hymns, no. 274). d

(T2
6.,

(TN
L

Have the children stng it, then bear your witness that the Loro will bless us as we
share the gospel and hold on to the Lron vod.
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2 a2
& 2. Recew‘dg Churelh menmbers have been counseled to not have children pretend to &

vecetve callings as full-thme missionaries or wear pretend missionary nametags.
However, preparing for full-time missions and belng “wmember missionaries” is
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encourngeo.
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Have a large world weap or a globe available. Have a few children come up anol choose a
place where they might someday serve a mission.
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Ask what they might need to learn about thelr mission locales? what preparations
mlght they need to make to serve a mission anywhere? (Learn another language, to
cook, to work hard, to talke to people, to be kind, to sew a button and wmend a vip, to

),

> <

),

> <

=2y wash clothes, to lead mustie, to conduct a meeting, to offer prayers, to tell the Joseph &
v v
A A

& &
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Swnith story, to know what we believe [the Articles of Faithl, to know the Book of
Mormon, to bear testimomg).

> <
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B LR
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Let each class choose a few things they think will be bmportant and present one to the

\j v
A vest of Primary by pantomime, reciting, singing a song, role-playing, ete. (1 minute A
& each). &
v v
A A
S A “Right Here, Right Now” class should be Last and should tnclude the things we &

X should all be doing every day to be good examples and to share our testimonies ano X
& nvite friends to Chureh wmeetings ano activities. &
\j v
ééé Conclude by singing “The Things | Do” (CS, pp. 170-171) and sharing your feelings ééé
[y about the missionary work we do by example and by calling. v
A »
& &

2. Jesus calleol His Apostles to be “fishers of men,” ov, tn other words, missionaries.
Many stories in the seriptures ave about fish. These stories teach us about wmore than
fish. They teach us about the gospel and about the power of God.
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v v
Ko s
8% Make a stmple fishpond (a piece of blue paper cut like a pond to put on the floor). Put 85

cutout fish of diffevent sizes ano shapes and colors, each with a paper clip on its nose,
“in” the pond. On the back of each fish, write the title of a scripture story about fish or
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X fishers and its veference and, in advance, assign a teacher to tell the story. X
& &
\/ Jonah and the Great Fish / Jonah 1-2 \;
» . ; . A
& Feeding the Five Thousand / Mark 6:22-44 &

The Tribute Coln / Matt. 17:24-2

\; \;
A calling the Apostles / Matt. 4:12-22 A
o Fiching &

‘I qo a Fishing” / John 21:3-¢
Brotled Flsh and How%comb / Lulee 24:26-43).
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Make a fishing pole from a stick, a string, and a magnet. When a child pulls a fish

2

& from the pond, have the assigned teacher tell that story. &
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Asle the child what we can learn about the gospel or the power of the Lovd from the
story, and thew have hiv/her post the fish after it is caught. Help the children

> <

> <

& recognize the good things they are learning about the gospel from these seripture &

storles.
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Polnt to the various colors and sizes of fish and explain that we are now “casting wiole
the gospel net” and that the gospel is for “every nation, kindred, tongue, and people,”
for young and old, rich and poor, people of all colors and in all places in the world, Just
as fishermen love to fish, we find joy when we are “fishers of men” and shave the
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Sing “t want to Be a M'Lssiovm% Now” (CS, p. 168).
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4. Help the childvren wnderstand 1 Thm. 4:12. Explain that even children can be good

\ \
A examples. M
& &

Recall together scripture stories in which Yyoung people were good exameples:
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X Samuel listened to the Lord, X
& Jesus taught and Listened in the temple, &
v Dantel and his friends did not drink the king's wine. v
A A
& &
v Tell the story “My Buddy,” My Friend” (Friend, Oct. 1998, pp. 40-41), about a girl v
‘é‘a who agreed to befriend a learning-disabled girl and came to Love her. (Or choose ‘é‘,.
‘v,’ &

another story from the Trying to Be Like Jesus Christ section of the Friend.)
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We need to always Live to be worthy to go to the temple and to serve a mission. Post a

v L ) v
A My Gospel Standards chart, or each individual standard (Friend, Feb. 1997, p. 9). A
& S5
) ¥

X Assemble pletures or objeats that llustrate each Gospel Standard. Have the children X
S draw a picture or an object from a bag/box, and match it to the appropriate standard. &
X v

A
& Asle questions to help them explain something about thelr own experience with that o
v standard. Read the whole Gospel Standard as each mateh ts made. v
A A
& s
;’ Possible objects: ;’
A b
&b ) ) &b
I a pleture of a baptism [y
A a broken plate or cookie jar (honesty) A
& / S &
o a valentine or bandage (Rindness) oY

> <

a wmodest article of clothing

> <

(O . (™
S5 a good book or Video tape &b

a CD or tape of good music
the words bad words in a barved clrele
a pleture of a clgavette in a barved cirvele
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> <

> <

& a pleture of @ chuveh or a set of seriptures or a jowrnal a3

> < 6

the CTR symbol
a pleture of o temple, a misstonary, and/or a bride and groom.

> <

(B (T
& &

v v
‘{;_ You might have more than one object per standard, depending on time. Stng “t'm ‘{;,
"‘.'f T@ng to Be like Jesus” (&S, pp. #8-79), “I WILL Follow God's Plan” (CS, pp. 164- "?

A 165), or “I Love to See the Temple” (CS, p. 95). A
=5 853

v v

A A

v \j
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v v
ééé You might work with the music leader for this Sharing Thme and sing a Primary &é’é
(! =

song for many of the standards as the matches are made. Possible songs, all from the
CS: “When Jesus Christ was Baptized” (p. 102, v. 2), “Stand for the Right” (p. 159),
“Kindness Beging with Me” (p. 145), “Hum Your Favorite Hymn” (p. 152), “l want to

> <

> <
e
&

e
()

\J v
A Be Reverent” (p. 2€), “For Health and Strength” (p. 21), “When [ Go to Church” (p. A
& 157), “Choose the Right Way” (pp. 160-161). i3
v v
A A
& 5. For Younger children, tell of good examples You have seen bn your waro/branch &

X among the children. Or use the story of George and how he was a good example, even at X
& age five: &
\j v
§§§ The happy, sunshine child of the neighborhood, George wanted wmore than anything to é;‘
v be a issionary. He took flowers to shut-ins, ran ervands, visited the Lonely, rakeo v
A leaves, and always satd hello to everyone on his street as he passed thelr homes. A
& &

owne day his parents learned what a powerful missionary he was. A nelghbor came to
see them and satd that he and his family wanted to know more about the things that
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\j A
A made George such a happy, helpful boy. A
& &
X Talk to the children about ways they can be good exameples and share the gospel with X
S5 others. As You sing “Shine On (CS, p. 144), pass a cut-out paper sun. When the S5
X music stops, the child holding the sun tells how he/she can be a good exameple (by X
&5 going to chureh, belng kind, helping Mother, telling the truth, tnviting friends to &
v Primary, ete.) or tells something he/she knows about the gospel (1 Love my family, my \;
A . . . , P A
= fomily love me, 1 like to hear President Hinckley, 1 Love the storles in the Book of 1o

Movrimon, ete.).

\J v
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You might make a Large picture-frame sun that you could put around a child’s face
as he tells what he could do or what he knows. If a child has trouble thinking of
something, You can say, “I 6specLaLL5 oppreciate (child’s name)’s example when he

e
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\/ , ) , , , , A\
A (smlles, sings in Primary, helps put away chatrs, is reverent, gee.).” A
R R
& oy

Tell the childven that missionaries Let their Light shine by being good examples and by
sharing the light of the gospel. Sing “Seek the Lovd Early” (CS, p. 102) or “I Hope

e
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X They call Me on a Mission” (CS, p. 169). X
& 2

&. Other Friend vesources on missiondry work and betng an exameple: Sharing Time
(Oct. 1998, pp. 14-15, 43; July 1999, pp. 12-14; and Sep. 1999, p. 35— dens 3, 4);
Trying to Be Like Jesus Christ (see the table of contents in each ssue, starting Sep.
1996); “They Spoke to Us” (June 1998, p. 11); Friend to Friend (May 199g, pp. &-7);
and “Misstonary Roll Call” (Apr. 199€, p. 23).
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you can share the gospel)

{Diraw a picture of another way
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Share my testimony
Be kind to others
my light shine by
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& Sowlng Missionary seeds &

"Her father was wot a wmember of the Chureh, and she wanted to help him
gain a testimony)."
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\/ v
A A
& BY Gayelynwn watson &
\J \{
A ‘ . A
& The seed is the word of God (Luke 8:11). A
(! NP
v ’ ’ ’ 7’ v
A Gayelynn watson, “Sowing Misstonary Seeds,” Friend, Nov. 1994, 11 A
B - 3
& SN

X Marianne pulled her sweater around her as she walked home from chureh. She Loved X
& autumn. The atr was cool and crisp, the trees had turned a beautiful orange and &
X yellow, and the Layer of snow on the top of the mountains reflected the sunlight. X
& &

Her older brother walked ahend; her mom was still in the meetinghouse Library.
Marianne knew that when she got home, her dad would be sitting in the family room,
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X reading the newspaper, as he had every sunday for as long as she could remenber. X
v She sighed and Looked dowwn at the paper cup tn her hand. Jesus often taught the gospel v
géa by talking about seeds. Today her CTR teacher had helped her and her classmates géa
";’ plant seeds and tolol them about Alma’s teachings about faith. Marianne knew that ";’
A every time she Looked at her Little plant, she would remenmber that Jesus wanted her to A
é,‘g'a plant His words in her heart and to always choose the right. 5‘9"
A A
& Right now, though, she was thinking about some different seeds—wmissionary seeds &

X she had Learned about a couple of weeks ago at the Primary activity. The Primary X
& president had talked about the ones we plant when we talk to people who are not &

menlboers of the Chureh.
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v Her father was wot a member of the Chureh, and she wanted to help him gain a \;
‘.'.',. testimony). She thought about the things she did and satd whew she was with him. ‘./.‘.
ISo% - S8

Sometlmes she forgot to obey quickly, and sometimes she and her big brother fought.
But she was trying her best to be a good example, and she prayed for her father all the
time. Today she wondered if maybe there was something more she could be doing. She
decloed to ask her mom about it
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Right after school the next day, Marianine put on her warmest sweatshirt ano went out
tn the front yard to help her mom plant tulip bulbs. The sun warmed her back, but her
face and hands felt the bite of fall. Her mom hummed as she dug the holes, ano
Mavianmne put bn the bulbs and covered them with the dark, cool dirt.
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A uyr ” 7 17 u 7 A
o ' glad you came out to help me,” Mom satd, smiling. “When these come up tn the &

spring, they will be twice as beautiful because we planted them together.”
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Martanmne smlled baclke, thew cleared her throat. “Momt, remeniber our Primmg act’u\/utg

\; \;
A a few weeks ago?” A
& &

“The milsslona ya ctL\/LtB 27
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X “Yes. We talked about setting a good exameple for our nonmenmber friends and about X
& shaving our testimonlies.” &5
\j A
A “ 7 ” A
o Those are good things to do. &

> <

> <

“Wwell, 1 wondered Uf there is something else | should be dolng ... you know, with Dad,

A (L
N% o

so he can be a wmeendber too.”
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Mo thought for a minute. “l think we've doing all we can.”

\j A
‘ﬁi u 7 7 7 ” “‘.
SS8 well, thew, whew is he golng to get baptizeol? So

v A

A A
S “We just have to be patient, Marianne. Sometimes it takes a Little time.” &

\j A

A ) ) b
&5 Marianne felt confused. She had a strong testimony that the Chureh was true. 1f she &

v could tell hime and show him, why didn't her dad see how right it was? She wrinkled v

A . A
& her nose and Lookeol at her mother for an explanation. &

\j A
‘ﬁ_ Mo swiled at her. “Marianne, go in my room and get my seriptures. We'll see if we ‘.{‘,

O , ON
o con flnd an answer there.” oY

v A
cﬁa ‘ﬁ.
o A

It only took a minute to get the scriptures. Marianne sat on the porch step and handed
the worn browwn books to her mother.
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Brushing the dirt off her hands, Mo carefully turned the pages. She handed the
book to Marimnne and said, “Reao aloud from Matthew 12:3-€ [Matt. 13:3-]."
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= “And he spake many things unto them tn parables, saying, Behold, a sower went &

forth to sow;
“And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and

> < 6
> <

& &
;’ devoured them up: ;’
H “‘Sowme fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they A
"‘"f sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: "3’
Iy “And whew the sun was up, ’cmg were scovehed; and because theg had wo root, tl/leg A
& L &H
3D withered awn Y- 3D
) )
& &
A \
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“‘And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:
“ But other fell tnto good ground, and brought forth fruit. ..."”
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“Wwhat do you think this parable is sag’w»@?” Momt askeed.

\j v
. .
oy “Well, It says that not all the seeds that were planted grew. Some didn't have good soll, RS
X weeds cholked some, and some were eaten by bivds.” She paused a second, then, with a X
& troubled Looke, asked, “Do you mean that you don't think our seeds will grow? You &
X dow't think that dad will ever join the Church?” Tears started to gather in her eyes. X
(G 02

[
S

[

(LN
i.,

\} “No, Mariane. [ do believe that your dacl will joln the Chureh. [ just don't know when. \
é§ Youw see, the seedds we plant are very mportant, but so s the sotl. The heart has to be é;'
v ready to vecelve. Your dad has to do that for himself; no one can do it for him or foree v
L him.” A
& &

“But Dad Ls the best!”
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“Yes, he ls. He's a great man.” Mowm thought a minute as she returned to the flower
bed, dug in the ground, and placed a tulip bulb in the hole. “Look at these bulbs we're

> <
> <

& planting. They aren't going to grow now. No matter how we cave for them, these tulip &
X bulbs have to Lie in the soil all winter Long Uf they are to be veady to grow in the spring. X
S Do You understano?” &
\j A
A ) ) »
& Marianne was silent for a moment. “I guess so. We have to set a good example, share &
v our testimontes, and Love Dad. Then we have to watt until the seeds are ready to grow, \;
A rignt A
v “Yes, that s vight. And while we're waiting, we continue to support him as the head of v
A owr home.” A
& &

“Ano we can stLll pray.”
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“Yes, sweetheart, we always pray. Poes that help you?”

) v
: »
&5 “Yes. I feel much better.” i
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“qood. It Looks Like we're just about done here. Let's finish up and go fix a nice dlnmner
to welcome Daol howme from work.”
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AS Marianne was putting the Last things on the table, Dad drove tn the driveway. She
raw to give hime a hug. “Hi, Dad!”
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“Hi, sweet pea. What have my two best girls been doing?”

),

The “two best girls” sharved a Look of understanding before Marianne took Dad’s hand,

> <
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O , , . . , ¢
=% ave hime a kiss on the cheek, and sald, “Oh, just planting some seeds.” S
9 Justp 9
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o A True Story from Mexico &

X by Mary Pratt Parrish X

X Mary Pratt Parvish, “A True Story from Mexico,” Friend, Aug. 1972, 14 X
& &
v At flrst it was very havd for the missionaries to preach the gospel in Mexieo for the v
‘,’.‘_ people were controlled by the dominant church. And when the priests told them not to ‘,{‘,
& -

Listen to the Mormon missionaries, most of the Mexican people did not dare to disobey.
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5% o

About the time the Mexico Mission was established, the poor people of Mexico rose up

\j y . p . " ) v

A against thelr vulers to demand thelr rights as Mexican citlzens. A revolutionary war A

() , ;o , , , 3
55 that Lasted for many years made it wnsafe for missionaries to be tn Mexico. 5%

(T2
%” > <

> <

),

Ow three different occasions, the missionaries were witharawn from that wmission.
Each thme they returned to Mexico they found that the members were more fatthful
thawn before and that more of the people were prepared to recelve the gospel.
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\j A
é‘ Once when the missionaries were withorawn from Mexico, @ man named Rafael é..
) oY

v Mownroy called on the mission president, Rey L. Pratt,* to say goodbye. v

A A

“Prestodent Pratt,” Brother Monroy asked, “what will we do tn San Marcos? Al of the
branches have Leaders except San Marcos. No one there has the Melehizedek
Priesthood.”
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“Brother Rafael,” the president answered, “we will ordain you an elder and set You

X apart as president of the San Marcos Branch. There You will be responsible to teach the X
& gospel to every menmber of Your Little branch.” &5

President Monroy not only taught the members of his branch, but he also taught his
nowmember neighbors and friends. During the time the missionaries were not allowed
in Mexico, the San Marcos Branch doubled tn nunmber of members. Rafael Monroy
eventually was shot and Rilled because he would not deny the gospel.
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Whew the mission was reopened, thivty members of the small branch at Cuantla were
waiting at the tratn statlon to greet the missionaries whew they returned. Twelve
children and some young adults began singing songs of welcome. Afterward they
shouted, “@ué viven los misioneros!” (long Live the missionaries), as they showered the
elolers with confetti.

> <
(T2
6.,!> <

T2
S

> < 6

g

> <

e
o

TN
S

> < 6

C

> <

&5 The missionaries were thew taken to a home that had beew decorated with beautiful &
X flowers and cedar boughs in honor of this special occasion. Following a deliclous X
a3 dbniner, a wmeeting was held. S5
v v
A A
& o
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& President Pratt bn his veport to the brethren tn Salt Lake told of the joy of the people in &

welcoming the missionaries. Even the childven had planed for a program during the
evening. President Pratt said, “It was wonderful to note the progress of the children of

> <

> <

B LR
& A

the branch along Lines of study wpon which they had beew started by the missionaries.

v o DT / v
A Little tots that were babies in arms when the missionaries left got up and recited one or A
ny L, (R
& move of the Articles of Faith.” NSy
v v
A A
o Nor was this the only group that hao been active. The Church members in the Little &

X branch of San Pedro were proud to show the missionaries o meetinghouse they had X
b built. President Pratt described it as “a humble house where the Spirit of the Lovd can &H
X dwell.” He said, “Only those who have experienced it can know the joy of meeting these X
& dear people after so long an absence. Thelr faithfuliness through seven long years, &
v during which time they have passed through untold suffering, ts wonderful.” v

At the time Mexico was dedicated for the preaching of the gospel, it was prophesied that
the thme would come when there would be thousands of missionaries there. This
prophecy has literally been fulfilled.
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8% On August 25, 26, and 27 a three-day area conference will be held by the General 85

Authorities of the Chureh tn the Natlonal Auditorium at Chapultepee Park L Mexteo
C/Ltg. This conference in Mexico will tnclude ma ny of the more than 100,000 Spanish-
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X speaking members of the Chureh in Mexico and Central America. X
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Mewber-Misstonary Journal

BY Laurie H. Fifleld
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> <

e
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e
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X And Uf It so be that You ... bring ... one soul unto me, how great shall be gourjog (pgC X
§§ 1£:15). §§;.
v v
A )
& Sunday, September 4 =

v 7 Ly U 7 7 ” . V
A Lawrie H. Fifleld, “Member-Missionary Jowrnal,” Friend, Nov. 1994, 25 A
& &

X My sister Nancy is on a mission, and she says |, Erin Christensen, should start X
&5 writtlng a journal, so here Lt Ls. &

v v
é% Today President Schultz spoke bn church. He's our stake president. Mom and Dad got é’;.

really excited about his talk. (£ was about the vewnrds of belng member missionaries.
More says we'll talie about it in family home evening tomorrow.
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& Mownda Y septewuber 5 &

Wow—we've declded to work as a family to have someone ready to hear the missionary
discussions. The meetings will be right here at our house. Dad says that we don't even

e
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\/ have to know who that person (s right now. We just need to pray), have faith, and oo v
§§§ everything we can to help as many people as we can to know about the Chureh. If we é;.
v do, Heavenly Father will help us. v
A A

v Tuesday, September & v
A /3
& When [ satd my prayers this morning, | sa”wi a special prayer for our missionary &
X work. | hope | can get one of my friends to join the Church. We need more girls tn my X
& Primary class! S

> <
> <

& wednesday, September 7 &

Dad lnvited the Browns to look at the slides from our camping trip to Maine Last
swmmer and have popeorn with us on Friday. They live next doov, and Barbl Brown is
my best friend. (t would be great if they got baptized!
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Thwsdag, se‘ptembf:r g

(B (T
& &

Dad and | raked Leaves for Mrs. Thompson across the street. She's old anol can't do it

v v
A for herself. Dad says that doing things for other people Ls part of missionary work. | »
(O (O
=2 think it made her happy. Her husband died Last summer, so she needs help with some &
X things, [ guess she’s lonely too. X
=5 853
v v
A A
=5 853
v \j
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&b Friday, September 9 &

Tonlght was great! More and Dad showed thew the slides, and we ate lots of popeorn. |

> <
> <

s think the Browns had a good thme. After they left, we had a family prayer. | felt &

v really good about our missionary work. [ think we've going to have someone ready to v
2] Listen to the missionaries. Maybe it'lL be the Browns! 2]
NN o

v v

A A
& Saturday, September 10 &

X [ wrote a letter to Nancy toomg. She’ll be mpw about our m’ugsiowwg work. [ wonder X
& how she gets people to teach on her mission. &H
\/ \/
A A
&5 Sunday, September 11 S5

> <
> <

[ bnvited Barbi to go to Primary with wme today). She couldn't go because she was going

() . . . .o e
S5 to Visit her grandma. Maylbe next week. We've having a Primary activity day on N2Y

Saturday. 'm golng to tnvite Barbi.
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\j \{
A Monday, September 12 A
& &

We checkeed out a video from the ward Library and watehed it at family home evening.
[t’s called “Our Heavenly Father's Plan.” 'm pretty sure that wmy sister shows it to her
new tnvestigators. (Those arve people who want to know wore about the Church.) 'm
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v . ) o N
A learning a Lot about being a missionary! A
LA 3
& 2N

wedwnesda Y scptcmber 14
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v We pray about our missionary work lots of times every day. | know that we need v
A Heavenly Father's help if we are golng to be good missionaries. Barbl and ( built a A
& , , , - &
Iy clubhouse in the backyard after school. She satd she'd Like to come to the activity day v
A on Saturday, but she needs to ask her parents. A
o &
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Thursda Y September 1.5

R R
& oy

Barbl is going to go with me to the activity day!
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Frida Y September 16

> <

& More and Dad took Mr. and Mrs. Browwn to the ward dinner party tonight. 1t wasjust &

> <

for adults, so Barbl and [ stayed home ano made posters for our clubhouse.

> <

(B (T
& &

X Saturday, September 17 X
S5 . ) . &5
I Activity day was called “Peace Among AlL Nations Day,” and Barbl got to carry the [y

A ltalian flag to vepresent Euwrope. | think she hao fun. [ sure did! A
&b &b
(! Nop!

v v

A A
=3 &

\j A/
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& Sunda Y September 1€ &

More and Dad and | fasted today, evew though it wasnt fast sunday. Dad says that

> <
> <

s bf we fast, we'll be able to get closer to Heavenly Father and He'll help us tn our 1o

v missionary work. | hope so—Barbi still couldn’t come to Primary. v
A A
& &
X Monday, September 19 X
o The Browns came over for family home evening again tonight. Mom gave a great &

N lesson about Loving our neighbors. | made the treats—graham crackers with chocolate N
& frosting! &5
\j v
A A
&5 Thursday, September 22 &
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> <

Dad lnvited the Browns to hear the migsiowa@ dlscusslons next week. TM% satd no. |

& was sure that they'd come—they'd be grent Latter-day Saints! Now what do we do? iS5
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Frida Y September 23

v v
A | felt sad all day because the Browns don't want to Listen to the missionaries. Then A
o5 S35

this afternoon the most amnzing thing happened! | went to Mrs. Thompson's house to
vake Lleaves ngain. While | was raking, she came out with some milk and cookies for
me, and we sat down on the porch. We started talking about families. She thinks our

e
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X family is pretty special. (told her that Mom and Dad were married in the Washington X
& Temple and that that means we'll be together forever. She got tears tn her eyes and &
X asked wme if there was o way she could Learn vmore about betng wmarried forever.  said, X
S “Sure—just conme over to our house next Tuesolay, ano the missionaries will teach you.” &

X And she's golng to come! X
o 5
v \;
A Tuesoay, September 27 A
= 3

We had a busy weekend. Dad talked with Mrs. Thompson Saturday morning, and
she said she couldn't wait till Tuesday). So the missionaries came that night and the

> <
> <

& next night, and tonight too. And she asked to be baptized! Heavenly Father answered &

our prayers, even though it wasw't the way [ expected. The Browns are still our fiiends,
and maybe someday they'll want to learn about the Chureh and get baptized too. |
hope so. Meanwhile, 've already written to tell Naney the good news about Mrs.
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& Thompson. [ guess | Rnow a Little about how she feels belng a missionary. It feels &

GREAT!
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Be a Misstona Y

> <

> <

(Adapted from an April 1975 general conference address. See Busign, May
1975, pages £-10.)

e
&

e
()

\j v
A A
<SS o ) ) &h
Iy There are € steps to be a good misslonary. You can even sing different Iy
A songs to go with the various steps. A
\j o ) A
A Misstonary Work Begins at Home: A
& &

A Conversation with Elder S. Dilworth Young

\j , . ., \/
A President of the First Council of the Seventy A
R (CR
=S5 S

v v
A Busign: Most Church members have probably observed the recent emphasis on A
o3 &h
=) NoaY;

wmissionary work, but for those who haven't, and for those who would like to know
more about It what is the nature of the increased missionary thrust?
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X Elder Young: A little over a year ago, in April 1974, President Spencer W. Kimball X
& gave his magnificent address on missionary work at a seminar for the Reglonal &5

Representatives of the Cowuncil of the Twelve. The address was wade tnto a film for all
menmbers of the Chureh to see, and you printed the address in the October Ensign with

e
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v excerpts of it on the cover. That was very appropriate, because that talk is veally a v
eéa revelation to us right now. To e, this is living revelation to the Church today. It is the é..
=) , NopP,

v worol from the mouthplece of the Lord to us. v

A A
S5 . ) ) ) s
[y Presioent Kimball has spolken both at the seminar and at general conferences on this I

A same subject. He has called for us to “Lengthen our stride.” He told us that the Lorol has A
33 . , i B3
%‘9" called for more misstonaries, for more converts; and all this is based on the ‘-‘9"

A responstbility the Lord has always given to the Chureh and to all its individual A
S members. He has repeatedly satd the field is white, ready to harvest; go veap it. The &g

> <
> <

Lord has wmade it clear that we must get busy and find the honest in heart who are

2

& around us. So, in 1974, the Lord reminded us through His prophet that we need to &

glve more attentlon to the assignment to warn our nelghbors, to find the honest in
heart.

(TN
> <

e
s.gg > <

\j A
2| Enslon: It seems clear that the Brethren are laboring hard to call the attention of the Al
& &

menbers to thetr personal m[ss[pmi@ stppmslbllltlfs, [s this perception accurate?

> < 6
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(B (T
& &

Elder Young: Definitely! There is a tendency among many of us to think that as

v v
A long as we have fulltime wmissionaries tn the field we are taking care of our »
Q- s NI . > . SX
~o% misslonary responstbilities. But this alone does not fill out the picture. The Lord has 2%
X told us that we all have mLssLOVLM@ obligations. As an institution, the Chureh must X
& have missionaries; as members, each of us has a personal calling to be a missionary. &

\/ v
A A
(B (T
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If a person has a sincere testbmony, he will want to shave it with his friends and
nelghbors. He will want to broadeast it everywhere; he will be enthusiastic about it. He

> <

> <

é’? won't want to hide his Light wnder a bushel. %;'
A A
& The fact s that the Lord has told every person to warn his neighbor—and that means 153
X many of us need to get busy. Stmply because the Chureh has fulltime missionaries X
& in the fleld does not relieve any individual member—not you, and not me—from the &

X Lorol’s commandment to personally tell others about the gospel. X
& &

v Bnsign: Let’s say that 've now recelved the message that I'm to share the gospel with v
A . . vy L ore A
& others. Is there a ward or branch calling to help me in fulfilling my responsibility? &

v v
A . / »
& Elder Young: Yes. As a menmber, You should know You can share the gospel with &

anyone at any thme; but You can do it tn an organized way or tn a disorganized
way). Both ways can be productive, but there is greater Likelihood of not integrating
Your converts tnto the Chureh if you shave the gospel in a disorganized manner.
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\J A/
e a
8% The organized manner of sharing the gospel consists of knowing how to use the 85

Church’s structure. In every ward and branch there s a warvd malsston Leader who helps
in misslonary efforts. This Leader, tn company with his fellow seventies, teaches the

e
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X high priest group leaders and elders quorum presidencies the missionary methods of X
&5 the Chureh; upown nvitation, the mission leader may train all quorum members. &
x x
& Bnsign: What is family-to-family friendshipping? &
\j A
2] Elder Young: Family-to-family friendshipping is betng good neighbors. Belng good 2]
‘..e e H “ 7 ” ...e
v nelghbors Ls part of the second great commandment: “Love thy neighbor as thyself. v
A A

If we as Latter-day Saints are Living the gospel, we shall be concerned about a
netghbor who is UL and minister unto hime or render to the family whatever assistance

> <
> <

2

& seems appropriate. We shall be the first to welcome new famdlies, to assist them in 5%

moving in, to help them become oriented to a new community, to help them feel
welcome. Our children will help to tntegrate their children.
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X Family-to-family friendshipping is applying the Golden Rule. it is the gospel in X
&b action. &

> < 6
> <

Bunsigwn: Are there any special programs that the Church provides to members who are

(B (T
& &

attempting to fulfill missionary obligations?

v \
A A
&5 , , . , &5
"; Elder Young: Yes. From time to time your ward wission Leader shoulol tnform you ";
A that the ward or stake Ls having an open house for nonmembers. These may be held A
&5 &
) o),

several timies o year, and Ln case you have not yet ntroduced your nonmenlboer

\/ v
A A
(B (T
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friends, let’s call them the Smiths, to the Chureh, this might be a consideration for
You. These open houses are something like mint visitors centers. They have displays
and information and possibly even a film about the Chureh.
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X BUt You don't have to wait for these occasional open houses to show the Swmiths what X
&5 the Chureh is Like. Nearly all of the Chureh's functions, activities, and meetings— 153
X from Primary to Relief Soclety, from Aaronie Priesthood and Young Women's X
& actlvities to ward banguets—are approprinte places to bring nonmenbers. We hope that &

X much of what we do in the Chureh is organized in such a way that it is a missionary X
b opportunity, that You can bring nonmember friends and, by seelng these activities, 8o
v they will also become interested in participating. v
A A
v Enslon: What if, at some stage in my efforts with the Smiths, | think | need a v
‘f.‘_ missionary pamphlet on a gospel subject. How do | obtain one? ‘.{‘,
N% o

Elder Young: Your ward mission Leader is your helper. He can supply You with the
Literature that you feel you need as you begin to interest the Smiths tn the gospel.
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v v
. .
8% Enslon: How do we let a family like the Smiths know about the Church’s family 85

home evening program?
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X Elder Young: introducing the family home evening program is a very good Ldea for X
& many reasons. One reasow is that the father tsn't the head of the house tn many of the o
v world’s families. The gospel teaches that the father is the head of the house, and family \;
géa home evening tnstalls him and magnifies his presiding concern for his family’s géa
) oo
v welfare. .
A »
& &

It would open & new world to the Smiths Lf You were to lnvite them to a spectal homee
evening with your family, using it as an example of how the Chureh teaches us to
grow closer togethey, talk together, play games together, pray together, sing together,
anol enjoy each other's company. But You should remenber that you should not holol

e
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2

& sueh a homee eventing on a Monday nioht. Monday Ls the tlmee for our owwn sacred &
9 Yy g Y Y

family home evening, and you must not put that night astde for the sake of another
famdly. You must not neglect the souls bn your own house; You need to talk with
thewm, discuss gospel application in their own Lives. They ave your first responstbility.
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& Adfter you have had the sSmiths over for a spectal family home evening, they may s

express the desire to begin such a program in thelr own family. At that point either
You or the ward mission Leader could hold another family night with the Smiths,
showing the father how he could preside as family head.
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Enslgn: Wwhat hﬁppfms whewn the Smiths want tp kunow more about the Church? Do |
ﬁutpmﬁa’mllg call the ward wuissipn leader, ov is he ondy vy line of defense when |

> <

),

> <

SN . &
~o% feel | need more help than | can give? 5%
v v
A A
SN 3
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Elder Young: Your question indicates that you are beginning to understand your
responsibility. Since the Lord has recognized that all of us won't have the time to be

> <

> <

B LR
& A

masters of all things, he has provided the Chureh with spectalists to assist you tn Your

v P ) . . . . v
A responsibilities. These nclude ward misstonaries when and of you need them. You will A
&5 lnow when to call the missionaries if You seel tnsplration. When you feel the thme is 153
X right for this move, call your ward mission Leader and inform him that the Smiths X
& want to know more about the gospel and have agreed to meet with the missionaries. &
\j A
A ' ’ , , A
& Perhaps the first meeting could be held in your home, where you and your family can &H
v bear testimony). This step is called the referral. v
A A
& e

Ensigw: We used to hear a great deal about refervals. Is there a desive to put increased

A v
M . Iy
emmphasis on the rey‘frml?
§§§ P §§;‘

Elder Young: Yes, but not tn the way it has been traditionally thought of. Just giving
the name of a nonmember to the ward waission leader is not a veferval. A veferval
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\{ , , , , , , , v
A lnwvolves Your Rindling lnterest tn a friend wntil he wants to kinow wore. | hearol a A
& humorous story about that. &b
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Recently a father and his small daughter got on a plane and couldn't sit together. The

X little girl sat on the aisle, and a big heavy mawn sat by the window next to her. She X
&5 asked him, “What do You kmnow about the Mormons?” He didn't think much harm o
v could come from talking to a Little girl, so he said, “Not very much. why?” She asked, v
A . ) , p , . ) y A
& Would you Like to kmnow more?” (n the bnterest of pursuing a conversation with this 1o

Little givl, he said, “Yes.” She satd, “watt a minute, and [ will get my dad.”

\J v
h A
R R
& oy

Ensign: Does the Church have a program to teach all members their responsibilities in
missionary work?
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Elder Young: We have our conferences and our meetings where the missionary

2

& message is continually preached. we publish the Ensign, where members can read &

and examine and ponder the details. And to assist the menmbers tn changing their old
habits and putting on the new habits of the gospel, the Chureh has produceod spme new
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X films and fibmstrips to train menbers. X
& o

First, in an effort to learn about missionary responsibilities, the messnge of President
Kinmball, “Go Ye tnto ALl the world,” Ls presented as a motion picture.

> < 6
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v v
A Next, we have proouced three filmstrips to help train wembers and Leaders: first, “I A
& ) , , ) o &b
[y Need a Friend,” a filmstrip suggesting how all meembers may participate in the “‘new [y
A move-ln” activity; second, “sharing the Gospel,” a two-part fllmstrip for members and A
(O (@
=2y leaders—part A Ls for members and part B is for Leaders; and thivd, “Preparing 53y
v v
A A
=5 853
v \j
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& Missionaries,” a filbmstrip for priesthood leaders, suggesting loens for better preparing &

potmt’mt milsslonaries.
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You can ask your ward misstonary Leader or ward Librarian for these filmstrips; they

v ) A ) N
A suggest a nmumber of good Ldens and open up valuable areas for family discussion. A
& a3
=) op¥

X Enslgn: You mentioned raising missionary-minded children. What are some of the X
o things you would say to parents about raising sons to go on a mission? &
\j A
ég Elder Young: There certainly tsn't much polnt in us doing all of this missionary é;.
v work if we don't teach our children and fawilies to follow through for the next v
§§§ generntion. President Kimball satd the Lord needs wore qualified, worthy, é;‘
v missionaries, missionaries burning with a desive to shave the gospel. v

If | were a pavent, | would start at a very early age to tell my children stories about
misstonaries. | would help my sons save money for a mission. | would let my sons
realize that it s not a case of declding whether or not they want to go on a mission
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v . , , v
A versus golng on to school or worke, but a question of how they will vespond to the call A
& from the Lord. Is your son golng to debate about it with himself, with the bishop, or &

with his parents, or is he golng to accept the Lovd’s call?
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X In ey oplnion, the greatest excitement for a boy is to hear stories of hardship X
&5 concerning misstonary work. Theve is nothing tn this world as exciting as hardship. &
! Nop!

v Get a growp of boys together and take them hiking in a rugged area. Tell thewm the v
éé mountain You are going to hike is rough, and if they hike it they will succeed in this é’é

goal, that they will become men; tell them that it is going to make them sweat, and

\ \
eég that they'll hurt all over. But tell them that if they) complete the hike, they will éé
! Nop!

revwenboer it forever, and the bogs will Line up for the hike.
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[t’s the same with mﬁssiowa@ work. Tell your sons about the eartg misslonaries—how
tl/leg traveled without purse or serip, how some were mobbed, how the Lord tntervened to

> <
> <

2

& preserve their Lives, and how the honest in heart responded when they heard the gospel &

message. If You relate these stories, you will have any boy want to be a missionary,
want to work with the Lord in the battle of carrying truth to the ends of the earth. A
boy wants something challenging, something of value, something that benefits
others. He wants to know God owr Father anol be a full partner with him in his work.
With family prayers and parental tnspiration concerning thelr sons, parents can help
builol misstonary fervor in their sons until the sons have no doubt about serving the
Lord. Of course, it Ls easy to see that a family that is constantly friendshipping
nelghbors and friends is showing the finest example of missionary work and
demonstrating thelr vegard for it. n this manner, a child s able at an early age to see
the joy the gospel brings to those who accept it.
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Ensigw: What about learning languages and other skills prior to a mission call?

Elder Young: First, every child has the vight to be taught social amenities. Bvery boy
ought to learn how to be polite, how to hawdle himself when visiting others, proper table
manners, the etlouette of standing when women or oloer men come tnto a room, anol
the manners of his country and those pecullar to his culture. This is fundamental.
Tragically, some of our missionaries dow't have this knowledge. Some years ago we
haol 12 missionaries who had just arrived at the mission home. They were at the
dinner table and halfway through the meal whew one of the elders suddenly stood up,
yawned, stretehed his arms high over his head, sat back down, and continued eating.
Social conrtesies must be taught early and consistently in the home.

It is also good to study and learn a language, but it does not mean that the
missionary will be sent to a land where that language Ls spoken. The most bimportant
thing s that he has Llearned a language. That means that he can Learn another
language. We give potential missionaries a test to see if they are able to learn a
language. The young man with four years of suceessful study of Spanish can
probably learn Japanese quicker than a boy who has had no language at all. Our
concern Ls not whether a potential missionary knows a langunge, but whether or not
he can Learn one.

Enslow: Are there any other aspects of the ward missionary program that you would
Like to comment on?

Elder Young: It Ls extremely mportant that the Saints throughout the Chureh kinow
about the flnanciol needs of the missionary program. n flnanciol terms we have two
divisions of misslonaries: first, theve ave missionaries who have saveo enowgh for their
misston or who, with the help of thelr parents or quorums, can handle thelr mission
call; second, there are missionaries tn other countries where netther the missionary nor
his pavents nor even his quorums ave able to supply all of the necessary finances. n
these cases, after the missionary, his parents, and his quorvum have done all that they
can for his support, the Seventies quorums and others of the Chureh try to fill tn the
remaining needeo amount. Thus, theve Ls a great need for financial assistance to the
Chureh misstonary program. We hope that every family will want to be contributing
to someone’s mission. If a family Lives in the mission fleld, such support could mean
Lnviting the missionaries to dinner on occasion, thus cutting dowwn the missionaries’
food costs. Many families might consider adding a regular anmownt to the
misstonary fund whew they pay their tithes and offerings. Other persons, some who
ave vetlved, could not only consider fulfilling a mission themselves, but should
conster financially supporting someone else. After their basie financial needs have
been met, they might ask themselves: 1s not all that 1 have from the Lord? How can |
help him? Does he neeol some of it now?
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Enslow: 1t seems very clear that all of us are to be much, much more missionary-
minded than we have been. Do you have any closing counsel about getting started?

v v
A A
B LR
& &

Elder Young: Just get started! How many times do we need to be shown and told?

v , ) v
» What can you do in your own neighborhood? A
& &

[ think that when the Lord has pointed the divection through President Kindball, we
need to put our shoulders to the wheel. ALl of us must make the effort and realize that
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%” > <
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X “every member Ls o missionary.” The Lord has asked it of us. And he means it. He has X
b said that the field is white, ready to harvest. [ know how [ want to respond at judgment 8o
\ day whew asked about this matter; U'm sure you do, too. v
A A
& e
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Teennoers
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Every da Y M’Lss’wwarg Mewbers

& / 8
v BY Kellene Ricks Adams v
A Assistant Editor A

& &
v . . . N
A Members show how using President Bzra Taft Benson's four keys to sharing the A

o3 Lean b i =5

o gospel can become a way of Life. o
\j A
A A

&g Kellene Ricks Adams, “Bveryday Missionary Members,” ensign, July 1992, 12 &

\j v
» b
5 President Ezra Taft Benson has counseled all menbers of the Chureh to become more S

v nvolved bn building the Ringdom of God: “we are to testify of the greatest event that v
é’% has transpired Ln this worldl since the vesurvection of the Master—the coming of God é’;.
! Nop!

the Father and His Son Jesus Chirist to the boy prophet. we are to testify of a new
volume of seripture—a new witness for Christ.” (Ensign, Sept. 1990, p. 7.)
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‘z_ President Benson outlined “four proven kReys” tn member-missionary work: striving ‘Z.
?-‘9,? to obtain the Spirit, acquiring humility, loving people, and working diligently. =-‘9,?
A A
& As Chureh members all over the world follow the prophet’s counsel, they experience the &
X Joy of missionary work as they not only see Loved ones grow in the gospel but also see X
&5 a strengthening and refining of thelr own testimondes. S5
v A
A A
& The Spirit &
N Las Vegas, Nevaoa N
& &

(t was their som, Jow, who lmpressed upon Annette and Darvell Andersen the
tmportance of the Spirit in missionary work. The Andersens had just recently moved
to Nevada when thelr son Left on his wission. A few wonths Later, the couple were
called to be stake missionaries in the Las Vegas Nevada Green Valley Stake.

e
£ <
(12N
> <

> <
> <

2

& Frightened by the prospect of approaching strangers, Annette shared her feelings in o &5

Letter to her sown.
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\j She Llater recalled: “t was worried about offending others, about not having all the \;
A , , , , , A
& seriptures memorized, about not kinowing all the answers, about not dotng things &

right. But then Jon wrote us, thrilled with our new calling and with a Little word of
advice: ‘Mo, the most bmportant thing for you to remember is that you've belng Led

> < 6
> <

(B (T
& &

by the Spirit. The Holy Ghost will touch the people—you just have to be willing to

v v
A follow his guidance.’ »
3 853
X “You Ruow,” Annette contlnues, “that's so true. We're cevtainly not perfect, but as we X
& strive to follow the Spirit, doors are opened, Lives are changed, testimonies are gained &b
v v
A A
\j A/
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A A
A \
é§ and strengthened. Wwe are finoding people who want to weet with the full-time é’é

milsslonaries and hear the discussions.”
The Andersens have found that wmost of their mlss’wwwg work Ls done bg living as
good examples and by always letting others know that they are menmbers of the
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e
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\j v
A Chureh. They have been able to make several appolntiments for the full-time A
& misstonaries to teach the gospel. 153
v v
A A
& Evewn before they were called as stake missionaries, they had seew Lives changed by the &

gospel message. “One of my first experiences was with my hatrdresser, a woman tn her
thirties who didn't seem the type to be interested in religion at all,” observes Annette.
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Before Long, however, she confided to Annette that she was frustrated with her Life-
style and wanted to make some changes. she started to take the missionary
discussions, and baptism soon followed. v January, she was married in the temple.
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438 &
\j , ) ’ v
A “We Just start out by Letting people know we ave Latter-day Saints. The rest usually A
85 . ) . &5

‘3’ follows,” Sister Andersen continues. “They'll often have a question about the Chureh, "3’
A anol that opens up the door of conversation. You take it from there, Llistening to the A

& Spirit and taking advantage of opportunities to shave the gospel. There is always a &
X fiveside, a broadeast, an activity, a family home evening, or a Church meeting that X

S You can bnvite your friends to attend. You don't have to say a lot. Just rely on the &

X Lorol anol the Spirit.” X
& &

H’lAWLf,letg
Dumbarton, Scotland
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A} , . , A\
A “As a very Young boy, [ can remember wanting to be o missionary like dr. A
§.§§ Livingstone and some 0{ those other great missionaries in the past,” vecalls Alan §§;‘

Meglashan. “I dreaved of dolng missionary work in the African countries, or
something of that nature.” However, Brother MeGlashanw's flrst missionary experiences
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X would come much Later tn Life and in his native Scotland. X
& &

\j Alan has learned the biportance of the second key: acquiring humdility. owner of an v
éé engineering consulting business and a menmber of the Dumbarton wWard in the é’é
I Glasgow Scotland Stake, he was introduced to the Church some Years ago by Iy
éé’i missionaries tracting in his neighborhood. His interest in missionary work was é‘.
V] reawnkeened as he saw the missionaries humbly doing the Lord’s work, but after t
A Jolning the Chureh he discovered he was too olol to serve as a full-time missionary. He A
NS5 resolved to play his part in whatever other ways might be open to him, and he prayed &
X for gutdance and misstonary opportunities. Just months Later he was called to serve as X

o the warol mission Leader. &
\/ v
A A
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As he has sought humility, Alan has been blessed with many opportunities to
schedule appointments for friends and acquaintances to listen to the full-time
missionaries teach the discussions. One of his experiences includes sharing the gospel
with his friend who lives in Greece.
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\J v
A A
& “t haodn't seem hime sinee | jolned the Church about five Years previously,” he i
X remenbers. “I had planned a holiday with him and his family, and prior to leaving | X
& fosted and prayed about how best to approach the task. So confident was [ that the &

N Lovol would open the way that | even packeo white clothing for the baptism and took N
& the mission home address with me. &

\j v
ééé “Whew | arrived, things didn't go quite as planned and the hope of achieving my goal &é@
[y becian to recede.” v

A »
& &

However, Alan had an opportunity to meet with the mission president, who explained
the challenges that potential converts to the Chureh sometimes face as a result of
leaving thelr established churches.
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SN “I didnt know if [ wanted to put my friend through that, or whether our {riewdsmp &

would weather it,” he recalls.
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X However, when the missionaries come to visit, Alan introduced his friend to them. “He X
&5 started asking questions, and the teaching began. it was the best missionary &
\ discussion that [ have ever witnessed. My friend s not yet baptized, but a firm \j
eéa foundation has beew Laid. And | recelved a witness that this was what the Lovol wanted géa
) oo
v of me.” v
h A
& &

Brother Meglashan works closely with the full-time missionaries, often calling them
to ask for coples for the Book of Mormon or giving refervals as he travels and wmeets
people who ave interested in flnding out wore about the Lovd and his church.
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Loving People
Baltimore, Ma Y Land
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For John ano Beth Powell, sharing the gospel is a family affair. They frequently have
missionaries over for meals, and the whole family loves fellowshipping investigators.
Recently, thelr six-year-olo son gave out eight coples of the Book of Mormon by
himself. But the Powells belleve that the greatest missionary work they do is within
the walls of thelr own howee.
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“Really, the most lmportant responstbility we have here on earth is to help our chiloren
understand Heavenly Father's plan,” notes John. “Sharing Heavenly Father’s plan of

> <
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> <

&5 salvation with others (s just a natural extension of that.” &
v v
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The Powells have Learned the importance of President Benson's thivd step: loving the
people. And along with that love has come patience.

> <

> <

& 8
X “Ouyr Vespomsibititg as member wissionaries, as | see it, is to Let people know we care X
& about them,” observes Johw, “and that we believe this is the true path back, and that this 353
X Ls the direction they ought to consider. But if they don't take it, we love them anyway. X
X “Several of the people we have worked with have taken years to accept the gospel,” he X
& continues. “Some still haven't. But there is an old Chinese proverb about a tree that is &H
X planted. You water it and nurture it for five years, and nothing happens. But in the X
s sixth year it grows one hundred feet. A testimony can be Like that. Sometimes we 12
v water and nurture for years before seebng any growth. But the watering and v
é% nurturing ts what being a member missionary ts all about. é‘;.

“You know,” Beth observes, “Presiodent Benson has a few recurring themes as he
counsels andl Leads us. For instance, reading the Book of Mormon. | think one of those

([
s <
(2N
> <

v S ) , ) v
A recurring Loens has also been sharing the gospel. | take that very sertously, our lives A
& center on that. Anol our children know and have seen that people have happler Lives &

when they know who the Lovd really is and that there is o meaning to this life.”
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X Like the Andersens, the Powells have found that an effective way to do missionary X
& work s to live the gospel and to bring up the topic of religlon natwrally. “The first thme &
v we ever became bnvolved tn missionary work was whew a colleague and ( were driving v
A . . , , A
& past the temple and he started asking questions. You can't veally set a time or a place =

for missionary work because it crops up at all different thues. We just have to be ready

v v
A or Lt, veady to answer the guestions as openly and stratohtforwardly as we can. A
5 for it, veady q penly ghtf Y &

“Misstonary work Ls a part of Living,” concludes Brother Powell. “l can't lwagine being
a member of the Chureh and not belng a member misstonary.”
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Working biligently
Kingston, ldaho
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Working diligently at planting and nurturing gospel seeds is something Zack ano

\; \;
A Lynn Galaviz arve familiar with. Thivteen years aoo, they jobned the Chureh because A
= Yy G f Y 90, they &

Chureh members faithfully fellowshipped and Loved them. Since thewn, they have
shaved that same fellowship and Love with others.
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X “lwon't say it's ensy,” says Zack, who believes that his straightforward approach to X
& Life is also an asset in missionary work. “The hardest thing about missionary work is &
N the time it involves. There's nothing hard about doing the work, but it takes time. N
) 3
v v
A A
) 3
\j A/
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“It takes tlme to Lnvite people over to dinner. It takes thme to notice new people at church
anol welcome them. It takes thme to take people to Chureh activities, fivesides,

\j v
“I:_ programs, and wmeetlngs. It takes time to schedule appointments with the full-time “/:_
& A

missionaries and have the discussions taught tn your home. It takes time to call

N ) v
A people on the phone, asking them about their day. It takes time to talk to them when A
&5 they call you. But love and caring ts what this is all about. 153
A v
A A
S “But the thme Ls worth it because 1've seen the changes tn people. 1'vVe seem the changes &

\'J . . . 7 o oy \
N n my own family. The time Ls definitely worth it. M
& &
v Lywnin agrees. “It does take thme and effort on your part,” she observes. “Friendships v
ééé talke thme. The easy part is asking someone If they'd be tnterested in learning more &éé
[y and if they arve willing to meet with the full-time misstonaries. The hard part is [y
A 1 { »

etting to that polnt.
o e o

“A member missionary is more a friend, not necessarily someone who teaches
lessons—that's the calling of the full-time missionaries. Becoming a member
misstonary really means for us to become more aware of the stmple things. Things
like greeting people and talking to them, veally talking to them about what is going
ow in thelr Life.
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X ‘Misstonary work tncreases my faith,” Sister qalaviz continues. “As You live the X
&5 gospel and get excited about missionary work, it's Like belng reconverted. And when &

somebodty You Rnow gets interested tn the gospel, it's Like You've golng through the
conversion process again. We can get lukewarm sometimes. Getting tnvolved tn
misstondry work converts us again, strengthens our own testimonies, and gives us
cournge to shave those testimonies.”
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“I bear witness that God Lives,” Prestdent Benson has satd. “He hears and answers
prayers. ... [ bear witness that this is the Lord’s church. ... He presides over it and s
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\J , , v
A close to His servants. He is not an absentee Master. Of that you can be assured. ... A
& S5
=) )

“May Gool bless us to testify effectively, to bear a strong testimony to the
truthfulness of this glorious message.” (Ensign, Sept. 1990, p. 7.)
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Members Ave the Key
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BY Elder M. Russell Ballard

LA C
= Of the Quorwum of the Twelve Apostles =2
\j v
A A
& From a satellite broadeast on conversion and retention given at the Provo (Utah) &
v , , sy v
A Misstondry Tratning Center, 29 August 1999. A
X You and | must do everything we can to see that every member of the Chureh ts X
& completely fellowshipped and enjoying all the blessings the gospel has to offer. s
v M. Russell Ballard, “Mentbers Are the Key,” Ensign, Sept. 2000, € v
A A
& e

v v
A [ desive to give some counsel on how to lmprove member-missionary work bn our stakes A
438 &

and wards. (References to stakes and wards also apply to missions, districts, and
branches.) Because all of You have some influence in building and strengthening
your Local units, [ would Like you to envision the future of your ward and stake. Look
out two or three years from now. What do you want your ward and stake to be Like?
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& would You Like to see some of Your less-active friends and relatives serving as S5

X Sunday School teachers or in the elders quornum or Rellef Soclety presidency? what X
& will today’s recent converts be dolng? What about your nonmenber friends and &
X nelghbors? can you envision any of them worshiping with you at sacrament meeting X
& and the great joy You will feel as you participate with them and the ward members? a3
v v
il what the future will Look Like tn your ward and stake will depend o the effectiveness id
& , , , o o 45
v of Your combined efforts tn making the Chureh a spiritually enriching, robust v
A community of Saints. No one wants to envision a future bn which the hours you A
<SS ) L ) ) ) &5
v spend planning, coordinating, working, and following through result tn many people [y
» being baptized but only a few of them Living as dedicated, joyful Latter-day Saints. A
853 Unfortunately, we are not dolng all that the Lovd expects of us. You and t must do 45

> <
> <

everything we can to see that every member of the Chureh Ls completely fellowshipped

&5 and enjoying all the blessings the gospel has to offer. S5
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President Gordon B. Hinckley has reminded you and me of our Vespomsibititg to be
coworikers with the Lovd in bringing about His plans for the Chureh. In a satellite

> <
> <

& broadcast Presioent Hmcm@g sald: §§
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> <

“The Lord has Latd upon us a mandate to teach the gospel to every creature. This will

$3 iy , , S5
‘;’ take the very best efforts of every missionary—full-time and stake. it will take the ";’
A very best efforts of every bishop, of every bishop’s counselor, of every member of the A
33 . . ) ‘ . B3
%3? ward cowneil. It will take the very best interests of every stake presidlent anol his %33
A council, and particularly the Member Missionary Coordinating Councils” (“Find the A
S &
=) )
v v
A A
S &
\j A/
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v v
A ” 7 7 A
& Lambs, Feed the Sheep,” Ensign, 1999, 107). It will take the best efforts of every &

member.
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In nearly every talk, President Hinckley calls upon us to do more tn helping new

\j v
A menmbers and the less active. in Maracatlo, Venezuela, he satd: “t plead with you ... A
& that you will put your arms around those who come tnto the Church and be friends to 353
X them and wmake them feel welcome and comfort them and we will see wonderful X
s results. The Lord will bless you to atd in this great process of vetentlon of converts. &
\j A
A A
& “You know what it has beew Like. Most of You here ave converts to the Church. You &H
v lnow something of the loneliness that you felt when you came into this Chureh. Now v
A . . A
& will you please accept that challenge to warm up and be friendly to every man, woman &
v and child who is baptized tnto the Chureh? It all depends on you” (“President v
é% Hinckley Urges More Misslonary Effort in Venezuela,” Church News, 14 Aug. 1999, é‘;.

7).
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Brothers and sisters, President H’mcht% cannot say Lt meove cLeng! We must Llisten

\J , , . , A/
A to what he (s teaching us. It s thme for us to wake up and do what owr prophet is A
s / &
S8 asking us to do! 558

You cannot establish the Church in Your own area unless You produce real growth—
that (s, not just growth on paper or in the number of membership records tn Yyour warol
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X or stake. Real growth entails increasing the number of participating, dedicated X
&5 Latter-day Saints. &
v v
géa Without a true and effective partnership between leaders, memtbers, and stake and gé‘-
) v

full-thme wmisstonaries, growth will be a function of who the missionaries can find by

v v
2] themselves and who by themselves are able to remain active and faithful. Experience 2]
& oy

shows, brothers and sisters, that when wissionaries find and baptize converts without
member Support and tnvolvement, such converts usuaLLg strugole mi@MtLLM to
maintain thelr tender fatth and to become integrateo bnto the commuwitg of Salnts.
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Making It Hoappen
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How can You help bring about real growth and build the Church in your local avea?
We have volumes of research in the Chureh that show it doesnt happen very effielently

e
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\j A
A by missionaries knocking on doors, delivering media products, and teaching those A
a3 o

they can find by themselves. Yes, many baptisms can and do result. The
missionaries arve wonderful at fostering a marvelous awakening tn the hearts of
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& &

many of those who Let thew teach them. But does that bring about the veal growth of

X the Chureh? Ofttlmes wot, because those brought in without wember support ave less X
& lilkeely to progress as faithful Latter-day sSaints. &
v v
A A
=3 &
v v
A A
=3 &
v \j
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So how can you effectively bring about the growth of the Chureh? The blueprint is tn
the 19 June 1992 Flrst Presidency document entitled “Proclaiming the Gospel and

Establishing the Chureh.” This document emphasizes a balanced effort. It states, “As
leaders, menmbers, and full-time wmissionaries work together in conversion, retention,

> <

> <
e
&

e
()

\j , , v
A and activation, new members will more fully enjoy the blessings of the gospel and the A
&5 Chureh will be established more flrmly.” i3
v v
A A
o what does this mean? (£ means You will not successfully bullo wp the Chureh in your &

X ward or stake unless You hold a steady and delibernte course of stmultaneously X
& lnerensing Your (1) convert baptisms, (2) convert retention, and (2) activation of &5
X less-active members. If You do not focus on accomplishing all three of these enabling X
& goals stmultaneously, you will certainly not achieve the end goal of establishing or &
v building wup the kingdom of God. v
A A
& &

The wmissionaries are an bmportant resource for accompLleang these goals. But,
brothers and sisters, Yyou are the essentinl and critical key to real growth. when, as
members, you participate succ@ss{uttg LA conversion, retemtion, and actlvation Ln a

([
s <
(2N
> <

X balanced effort, you will make an extraordinary contribution to the growth of the X
& Chureh tn Your area. | can absolutely promise You that! &
) )
o The Key: Members &
\j A
eéa You may be wondering how critical members are to Church growth. What [ am going é,.
V] to share with Youw is the result of extensive research that we have done. t
A A
o Currently, of all nvestigators participating in a first discussion tn the Lnited States =5
X and Connda, only one tn 10 Ls member-referved. n other words, only one tn 10 of X
& those beginning tnvestigation Ls found through member efforts. But among those who &

progress through the discussions and get baptized, more thawn half are founol through
the members. Member refercals are dramatically more Likely thaw other types of
investigators to be baptized—about 10 thmes more Likely, according to our Latest
research!
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why do menmbers have such a powerful effect? Our research has shown that menbers
neeol to fulfill three critical roles or functions in order to support conversion, retemtion,

e
s.gg > <

\; \;
A and activation. They ave (1) modeling, (2) nformal teaching, and (3) tntegrating. A
& S

Let me elaborate.

> < 6
> <

B . , , (L
2% 1. Modeling. Members model what it truly wmeans to be a Latter-day Saint. Members’ 2%

X example of the gospel in action has a powerful effect because it makes the restored X
& gospel become much wore relevant, meaningful, convineing, and desirable to those &
X observing them. For example, nonmembers who observe your Lifestyle and behavior X
&5 learn a great deal about your lmpressive Christian values and are inspired by the S5
v v
A A
=5 853
v \j
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fruits of the gospel exhibited in your life. Therefore, every member should radiate
the joy, the confidence, anol the warmth of belng a part of the true Chureh of Jesus
Christ.

2. nformal teaching. Members informally teach the significance and power of the

restored gospel by offering thelr insights, sharing thelr personal experiences, and
answering questions. Some of the most memorable and powerful teaching
moments occur whew menmbers shave what the gospel has meant to thewe and thelr
families. Also, when nonmenbers ov less-active members have questions or
concerns, they often feel most comfortable sharing them with trusted member
friends.

3. Integrating. Members help others develop close relationships with ward menbers.
They do this, for example, by taking them to Church meetings and activities and
helping them feel a part of the ward family. | dont think members raised tn the
Chureh can fully appreciate the overwhelming challenges new members face when
they try, without the help of member friends, to fit in and become fully active in
the Church. It takes attentive friends to make new menbers feel comfortable and
welcomed at church—to make them feel Like “felloweitizens with the salnts, and of
the household of God” (Eph. 2:19)—to malke them feel Like they belong to the body
of the Saints.

Have You ever moved to another ward? i many cases it can take a long time before
You develop close relationships with other menmbers of Your ward, before You feel Like a
fully fellowshipped member. How much wore diffieult it must be for new converts!
Brothers and sisters, we must follow President Hinckley's counsel and put our arms
around all who come to the ward.

You can see how wmenmber bnvolvement is vital to convert retention and tn bringing
less-active members back into full activity. President Hinckley has satd that every
new member needs “a friend, a responsibility, and nurturing with ‘the good worol of
God” " (“Converts and Young Mewn,” ensign, May 1997, 47). Full-time missionaries
are invaluable tn this, but the friendship of other members, including stake
missionaries, is also needed.

Here's where the wavad council comes tn. The wavd council is eritical to making sure
converts and recently activated members ave properly nurtured. It is tn the ward
couwncil that the various organizations in the ward become tnvolved Ln this process.

However, assigned friendships, if they do not develop tnto real friendships, ravely can
be powerful influences for good. Therefore, the work of the ward cowncil tn caring for
these converts and recently activateol members must be more than just making sure
proper assignments are made. The assignments are a means to an end—that of
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effectively watching over one another. The ward counctl must also focus on that end
and do all they can to make sure that the assignments have thelr desived effects in the
Lives of these preclous souls. Capture the vision that the Relief Soclety, Young Women,
Primary, Young Men, elders quorums, and high priests groups can become the most
powerful friendshipping resource we have in the Church. Reach out early to those belng
taught and reactivated, and Love them tnto the Chureh through your organization.

Brothers and sisters, [ hope You are getting this point: Member-missionary work is
powerful and essential to establishing and building up the Church. But our current
Level of member-missionary work is inadequate. We can and must do better. n the
United States, only about 35 percent of active members consistently do member-
misstonary work.

Moreover, over the past decade, menmber participation in missionary work has declined.
President Hinckley has described a cross sectlon of the U.S. and canadian
Lnvestigator pool in 1987 as belng 42 percent member-referred. Tew years Later that
flgure declined to 20 percent. This also represents a decrease in the actual number of
menmber refervals. President Hinckley has satd that this downwward trend must be
reversed (see ensign, May 1999, 107).

The mportance of Councils

May | shave a few suggestions with you who belong to a ward or stake council.

Are You using the ward and stake councils effectively as they were intended? Don't
let them become meaningless exercises in organizational bureaucracy. The way some
Leaders conduct council meetings, you would think they really believe in a fourteenth
article of faith:

“we believe in meetings—all that have been held, all that arve now scheduled—and we
believe there will yet be held many great and bmportant meetings. we have endured
many meetings and hope to be able to endure all meetings. If theve is o meeting, we
seek nfter it.”

We hope You do not have a fourteenth article of faith operating tn your wards.

Putting all hwmor aside, brothers and sisters, please don't waste Your thme. Your
council meetings need to be more than an opportunity for calendaring and
coordinating, for giving and recelving reports. They should be a setting for
discussing how you can bring the blessings of the gospel into the Lives of others. You
should use them for sharing your challenges and brainstorming solutions. That
takes more thaw passive attendance on the part of council members. ach of you must
actively work together tn creative and nsplred ways.
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v v
ééé There ks wo greater frienoshipping tool in the Chureh than a caring Relief Society &é’é
(! =

president watching over those who have been recently) baptized or reactivated. That is
also true of all of the elders quorum and auxiliory leaders. ALl menbers of the ward
cowncil have a vital role in member-missionary work.
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v A Great Joy v

A p , . A
G My beloved brothers and sisters, may God bless you that you may e filled with the 2

v great enthusiasm that s demonstrated by owr prophet. My humble prayer is that you v
éé will find it a great joy to follow hime and do what he is asking us to do. | bear witness é

that Jesus is the Christ, the Sow of the living God, and that this is His Church we ave

\j v

A responsible for. | promise You that with His love and divection we can accomplish all we »

B LR
<25 Y

need to do to enhance and lmprove the conversion, the retention, and the activation of

\/ , , , \{
A His precious children. A
& &

To Stake Presidencies
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v Lead by exameple. It s hard to inspire those You Lead to nurture nonmenbers, recent v
A _ , / , , A
A converts, and less-active menmbers if you ave not dolng it yourself. had
) ¥

In Your council meetings with your bishoprics, ask for their ideas for menmber
participation tn missionary work. What has worked well tn one ward might be helpful
in another. Be prepared to shave these tdeas and successful experiences with other stake

e
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v , . y ] , A/
A presidents and your area Leaders at the Member-Missionary Coordinating Council. A
& Worle with your bishops lndivid ually to cla V’L{g thelr veal-growth goals for thelr wards &
X anol thelr plans for accomplishing them. X
& &
X Discuss with the full-time wmission president how his missionaries can best be of use in X
(o (o

your stalke.
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Provide tnsplred Leadership to the stake mission pr@sidewcg and the stalke
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milsslonaries.
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Envision the future You want for Yyour ward and how you will accomplish it. What are
your real-growth gonls? Decide what balance of efforts will best generate veal growth in
your particular ward. How can you most effectively mobilize the full-time
missionaries, the stake missionaries, and Yyour members to accomplish these goals?
Use your ward council to discuss and develop these goals and strategies. When You
plan and tmplement activities, always think about whether these activities optimize
opportunities for members to model the gospel, to informally teach, and to soctally
lntegrate nvestigators, new menmbers, and less-active menmbers. ward activities can
be wonderful settings for menmbers to perform these valunble functions in a natural,
comfortable way.
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Use your Convert Baptism Checklist steLg. Too many béshops use Lt mereLg to checle

\j v
“/:_ off whether an event has occurved or an assignment has been wmade. While that is “/.;_
S5 559

Lportant, it Ls even more bmportant to use it to discuss each convert’s qmtitg of

X experience as o new member of the Chureh. Do they have friends at chureh? Are they X
&5 having positive experiences in a calling? Are they truly being nourished by the good 353
X word of God? If not, what can your counctl members do to support thelr development as X
& active Lat’cer—da% Soalnks? nvite other amxitlmg members to attend as necessary so &

X that they too can participate in fulfilling the needs of those still growing tnto full X
b activity. This should be possible in every ward. n fact, Less than = percent of wards tn 8o

v the United States ano Canada recelve on average more than a couple of converts each v
é; month. That means 97 percent of these warols can do much, much wore tn conversion, &éé
! o)

retemtlon, and activation.
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To Stake Mission Presidencies and Stake Misstonaries
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Do You lknow what stake mission Leaders and stalke misslonaries spmo{ nmove thime

X dolng than awtmm@ else? Our research shows it Ls attending meetings, planning, X
& and coordinating. These are good things to do, but sometinmes we spend too much time &H

v reporting what we have downe or planning what we will do. n contrast, stake mission v
géa lenders and stake missionaries invest considerably less time tn what makes the most gé‘-
vt . . . . . . s

v difference: personally tnteracting with thelr nonmember and less-active member v

A lends and recent converts. This is the best wa con model the joys of the gospel. A
5 friends and recent conve L e be Y You can model the Joys of the gospe &

Stake misstonaries, some of the most bmportant work You will do among your own
nonmenmlber and less-active acquaintances will be to veach out and to love them. Let
thewm feel Your Love of the gospel anol the Church. Let them experience the joy you feel
from Living the Life of o disciple. (nvite them to be a part of your wonderful experiences
bn the Chureh.
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As You work with the full-time wmissionaries, make your contribution a personal,
meaningful one. Do more than be present at thelr lessons with tnvestigators or
converts. Take an active role in finding out how You can best participate. What toples
Will be discussen? what experiences and tnsights do you have that might contribute to
the splritual growth of this person?
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AS You work with new converts, develop a real velationship with them and gain thelr
trust. Let them know that yow are available as a vesowrce to them to answer their
questions, to support them bn their challenges to Live an LDS Lifestyle, and to help
them tn any other way. Facilitate thelr integration into the ward by tnviting them to
activities and introducing thew to others.
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Work with ward members to determine how they can best tnvolve thelr nonmenmber
and Less-active friends and relatives. Help them feel the joy of going beyond feeding

v v
A the misslonaries, driving the missionaries to appolntments, or merely sitting in on o A

missionary discussion. Help them participate in the change that comes over people

X whewn they embrace Jesus Christ and open thelr hearts to His Love. Help members X
&5 lighten up when interacting with nonmenmbers and Less-active members. Research 353
X shows that often wembers are far wmore uptight and wncomfortable than nonmenmbers X
& in gospel-related interactions. Show them how to relax and enjoy those wonolerful &

X experiences and how to evwanate the joy they have and the love they feel for thelr X
& Heavenly Father. When guided by the Spivit, they can create many opportunities for 8o
v modeling, informally teaching, and integrating in natural, comfortable, and even v
A A
&b spontaneous ways. a3

A v
‘f:_ Work closely and coordinate with the full-time missionaries toward accomplishing o ‘,{‘,
o3 ) } ) ’ ) ) £33
"\‘" truly balanced effort. Be with them in correlation meetings so that this effort is one ;’
A work—that of bringing to pass the lmmortality and eternal Life of God's children (see A
&5 &5
) )

Moses 1:29).
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Covliss Ctmgtow, “Iconeen Missiowarg Now!” The Friend (Liahona), Oct. 2001, 9
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As You play this game, you will learn some things you can do to be a missionary
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now and to prepare for a mission Later on.
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1 Open the magazine and place it where all the players can see the game board.

& 2N
X 2 Have each player put a button or another small object on START. Then have the first X
& player roll a die and vmove his or her playing plece that many spaces, following the 23
X hand directions. X
& &
X 3 If o player Lands on o misslon-preparation space, have him or her read about how to X
& prepare for & mission and then take another turn. (f a player lands on a space with o &

> <

pleture of missionaries, the player must think of and tell about another activity that
will help him or her prepare for a mission—and then take another turn.

> <

(T2
&
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4 Remeniber, on a mlsslon you should never go awgwhere without your compaw'ww.
So whoever finishes the game first keeps taking his or her turn and helps another
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v v
A player reach FINISH. Continue the game until all players have finished. A
& &

START
Proy for the misslonaries.
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\ . v
A Studﬁ the seriptures. A
& Save money. &

X lnvite a friend to Privwa y- X
§,§§ Lea m//» to coolke. §§
v Fo muLg Rules A
A A
& 1. Make beds &
v 2. Brush teeth v
A Obey familu rules. A

FINISH
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Good Shepherd Game
Whritten by Jennifer Hughes
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Jennifer Hughes, “Good Shepherd Game,” Friend, Mar. 2001, 2=
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If a lamb is Lost, a goodl shepherd finds it and brings it back to the fold. Jesus Christ is

X our Good Shepherd because He rescues us when we are Lost. Before playing the Good X
& Shepherd Game, glue this page to poster board and Let the glue dry. Color each Lamb a &
v different color or a different pattern of colors. Thew cut out the Lambs. Play the game \j
éé in family home evening by hiding a lamb and letting o member of the family find é;‘

it (f you wish, you can bleat “baa” louder or softer as he or she gets closer to or farther
from the lost Lamb. Let everyone have a turn belng the shepherd. Or ench family
menber can take turns finding all nine lLanbs.
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o Youw can play another game called Please Don't Bat Shawna the Sheep. Lay the sheep oY
v . v
A on a flat surface. Thew place a small candy on each sheep. One family member Leaves A
& the room while everyone else chooses one sheep to be Shawna. The person comes back &

and begins to eat the candies one at a thme. When the person tries to eat Shawna,
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& everyone Yells, “Don't eat Shawnal” That person’s turn is over. Replace the eaten &5
X candies and Let someone else have a turnn. X
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I Want to Be a Missionary Now

Brighily Words and music by Griatje Row
o - — =SS TES TS = SEvE - -
1. 1 want to be a mis - sion-a - 1y now. I dont want to
(2. I} want to tell my friends a-bout our church And the hap - pi-
(3. Then) I can be a mis - sien-a - 1y now. I dont have to
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wit un - til ['m grown | want o share  the
ness it brings te me, Il tell them how the
wait un - til I'm grown Irn live each day ﬂj
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gos - pel while I'm young, For I hove o tes - ti- mo - ny of Iy
gos - pel was re- stored, Tell them how the Book of Mor - mon came to
best that [ know how, And theyll see I haove o tes - ti - mo -n
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Refreshiments
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o Crunchy Orange Cookies o
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1 package (1€ 1/4 ounces/517 g) white cake mix
1 cup crisp rice cerenl
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v 1 egg, beaten N
‘f.‘_ 1/2 cup margarine, melted ‘./.’.
5% o

4 drops ved and £ drops yellow food coloring

\/ A/
A 2 teaspoons grated orange peel A
= &

X 1. In a large bowl, mix all the ingredients together. X
& 2. Form the dough into 1' (2.5 cm) balls; place them about 2" (5 cm) apart on an &
X ungreased cookie sheet. X
&5 3. Bake at 350° F (175" C) for 12-14 wminutes. Cool for a minute, thew remove the &
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cookies from the sheet to cool completely.
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