“A Sparrow in the Tabernacle”
Explain that general conference was once broadcasted from a building called the Tabernacle. This tabernacle, in Salt Lake City, Utah, was built by Latter-day Saint pioneers.  You will find a picture of the Tabernacle in Gospel Art Kit 503; 62490.  Tell the following story in your own words and discuss how Broth John showed kindness to the sparrow.
One spring evening the doors of the Tabernacle were left open to cool the building. A small bird flew inside without anyone noticing. The bird was still inside when the doors were closed and locked.

When workers arrived the next morning to set up for a concert, they found the bird and spent several hours trying to remove it. They called specially trained people to try to capture the bird with long-handled nets.

When the manager, Brother John, arrived, he found people chasing the bird with the nets. Each time the people ran to one end of the building with the nets, the bird flew to the other end. All the doors of the Tabernacle were open for the bird to escape, but it was too terrified to notice.

The specially trained people had brought pellet guns, and they suggested using the guns to shoot the bird. Brother John did not like that idea. The gun could damage the building or the equipment inside it. More important, he did not think they should kill the bird. He remembered a talk given by President Spencer W. Kimball, the twelfth President of the Church, about not shooting little birds.

The specially trained people also suggested putting out poisoned food for the bird to eat. Brother John did not want to do that either. But he knew the bird must be removed quickly, because there was an important performance that evening.

Brother John turned away and said a short prayer: “Heavenly Father, if this sparrow is important to you, could you please let us know how to safely remove it?”

As Brother John finished his prayer, he knew what to do. He told the workers to turn off the lights in the building and close all the doors but one.

The bird had been sitting on top of the organ, but when they turned off the lights and shut the doors, the bird flew off the organ and straight out the one open door. (See Ronald D. John, “A Sparrow in the Tabernacle,” Ensign, June 1989, pp. 24-25.)

