FHE – Keeping Our Home Clean
Welcome:  

Opening Song:  Where Is Thumbkin?

Opening Prayer:  

Reasons For Keeping Your Home Clean 
"People can get many good things by the words they say; the work of their hands also gives them many benefits." (Proverbs 12:14) 

1. Enjoyment of a clean, tidy area 

2. Ease of finding things when you want them 

3. Feeling good about being in your home 

4. Feeling good about inviting friends into your home 

5. Furniture and belongings last longer when proper care is given 

6. Economical - don't have to pay to replace things as often 

7. Helps in staying healthy - eliminates germs 

8. Helps keep insects and rodents away 

9. Safer place to live 

Motivation
On the seventh day, having finished his task, God rested from all his work. (Genesis 2:2) 

1. Moses inspected all their work and blessed them because it had been done as the LORD had commanded him. (Exodus 39:43) We all like praise for a job well done. It can be the most influential motivator of all! 

2. Make a list of things you can do immediately after finishing the housework to congratulate yourself for a job well done. Or make index cards with one fun thing to do and put them in a box. Draw one when the work is complete. 

Deciding daily chores - what to clean when 
She gets up before dawn to prepare breakfast for her household and plan the day's work for her servant girls. (Proverbs 31:15) 

1. Discuss various chores and assign them according to frequency. Make a list of chores to choose from. 

2. Decide who will do each chore. Classify chores according to level of difficulty. 
3. April 7th is No Housework Day! Enjoy it while you can! This is a good opportunity to show the kids what happens when you DON'T take care of your daily chores, and how much work there is to do the next day! 

Develop a cleaning routine 
Be sure to do what you should, for then you will enjoy the personal satisfaction of having done your work well, and you won't need to compare yourself to anyone else. (Galatians 6:4)

1. Decide what order things need to be done.

2. Select the best tools, machines, and/or cleaners for the chore. 

Responsibility and teamwork
A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken. (Ecclesiastes 4:12) 

1. Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
2. Discuss the importance of doing your chore when you are supposed to do it. What if Timmy was supposed to empty the dishwasher, and Janet was supposed to fill it? Janet can't do her job until Timmy does. If he hasn't done his chore, he wastes his time and Janet's. 

3. Working in teams of two or three greatly reduces the time it takes to finish the chores. 

4. Family members who help clean up are less likely to mess up! 
Closing Song:  When We’re Helping, We’re Happy

Closing Prayer:   

Snack:  
